Pneumonia and psychotropic drug use in elderly psychiatric patients.
A study of the use of psychotropic drugs among 30 elderly psychiatric patients with pneumonia (15 of whom died), in comparison to the general elderly population of the hospital, revealed a negative association between the use of psychotropic agents and the development of pneumonia. The factors of age, sex, pre-existing illness, and organism virulence/patient resistance were all associated with death from pneumonia. However, the present findings do not support the hypothesis that psychotropic drugs are implicated in pneumonia deaths among elderly psychiatric patients.